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Auerstadt, some 80,000 French troops defeated just over 100,000
Prussians and Saxons. At Wagram in 1809 and Smolensk in
1812 Napoleon put 180,000 men in line and he had 130,000 at
Borodino. In the three days' battle of Leipzig in 1813 he opposed
an army of 170,000 men to an Allied concentration of over
300,000.

Napoleon himself had said that it was beyond the capacity
of any man directly to command an army of 100,000. But at a
critical moment in his career, when he was preparing to assume
the Imperial Crown, he had introduced into the French army
a new system of organization to make this possible by facilitating
control and command of the great armies now coming into
existence. In previous wars detachments of all arms had
been temporarily united by a commander-in-chief into groups
under subordinate generals. The new system, soon to be
adopted in other great armies, was that of the 'Army Corps'.
Hitherto the largest permanent organization, greater than that
of a regiment, was the combining of several infantry or cavalry
units in brigades.

Fourteen months after the* Treaty of Amiens (which had
proved to be little better than a truce from March 1802 to May
1803), war had again broken out between France and Britain.
Napoleon planned an invasion of England, and in the first
winter of the war hut camps were constructed for miles along
the coast east and west of Boulogne, and an army of 172,000
men was concentrated. It was organized in six 'Corps d'Armee',
each of these army corps being an army of some 30,000 men,
complete in infantry, cavalry, and artillery, the infantry being
organized in divisions and brigades. This soon became the
typical organization of all the armies of Europe. It simplified
the direction and control of a great army's operations. General
orders need be issued only to six corps commanders. On the
move one or more roads were assigned to each corps, and in a
single day, with anything like good march discipline, the columns
of the army corps could close up and form in the battle line.

In the summer of 1805, on the failure of the French navy to
get even temporary command, of the Channel,, and with, the